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£'N growing faſt upon me, and 
muſt expect in a little Time to be 
diſabled from delivering my Inſtrue- 


tions from the Pulpit, methinks I Es 


would gladly put ſomethin g into 
your Hands, that might be a Token 


of my Affection for you, and of my 
Zeal for the excellent Church of 


which we are Members: 1 could 


think of nothing more ſeaſonable at 7 
preſent than this Diſſuaſive from Po- 


7 which though inconſiderable, 
e on the Account of our * 
= will be accepted with the ſame 


Kindneſs with which it is offered. 


My ſincere Deſire is your eternal 
A2 Fappineis, 


8 feel the Infirmities of * 


8 and upan mh Ac | 
that you may continue ſtedfaſt in the 
Chriſtian Fah as proſeſſed by tie 
Church of England, believing it to 
be the moſt agreeable to the Scrip- 

tures of any, whatſoeyer : In which I 
hope you are too well grobrided ever 
to liſten to the Seducers from None. 
But give me deave' to femind you, 

that whatever Afdurances of 8alvg- 
tion a corrupt Church may giye 0 
while: you retain: Jour Sins; yet that 


| the pureſt Rel I in the World W. : 
mot. ſave vou, 1out a g 15 51 
without 4 3 Attendanve on its 


Wotthip, and a careful Obiertaner | 
A Poctrins. + am, 400 
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<1 any Time far. appearing in Defence of 
his Religion; eſpecially, at ſuch a Time when 


bis. Silence would. be. almoſt Crt minel, when 
be is afſured that many grievous. Wolves are 


entered in, nit ſparing tbe Fleck ;. and that = 
the Rotniſh Mifftonaries are wafted over in 


Shoals, compaſſing- Sea and Land to make 
Prꝑgſelytes; ac if they intended to gain "the 


Kingdom by Fraud, aohich our" Enemies have : 
in. vain. attempted. by. Force. It is evident 


that the Papiſis have of late appeared. with 


more Aſſurance than formerly, in aſſembling 
by Troops at their idolatrous Chapels, which 
the Seripture fliles— Harlots Houſes ; her 


they have no Reaſon to expect ſuch Indulgence, 


confidering what cruel Treatment the Pro- 
teftants at this very Time receive in the Do- 

5 of Popery. Natwithſtanding this T am 
far fram thinking that _ the Increaſe of their 


Profelytes is anfwerable to the Boafis they 


n or that the Harveſt is at ail in Pro- 


yy a 
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f 3 IT think . 10 e at a 
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| forts on to the Number of the Labourers ; be- 
ing well aware that the boaſting f -the! 
Numbers is one of their o Artifices to in- 
creaſe them; yet aul TN 
lie in wait, undi ate Ie 
. Stratagems 70 decei ve; has ſeveral 72 7 

2 Prey to them there is no qu), ꝑ]. B 8 

they do gain any Ground, this wwe my 0 0 

8 confident "of, © it is not by dint\ of: foltd: Arg 
nent: For as chere nber. a W ed 
Cauſe, ſo no Cauſe way" ever bro wveahly' . 
Fended,” thamthat halh been ſinbe the Days' 
King James rbe I. The Truth 45: they were 

then 1 totally -Pouted and beat out of the Field 

of Reaſon," that they haus not bren able fanch 
0 rally ubut lirtir Forces al Bauer: Aud ue 
need not be under any Conttern from that QByar- 
ter CEN "Chillin zorth, and Til- 
lotſon, Ec. are permitted to he read with 
Freedom — ws, Naaſon and Swupltur⸗ 
 arefo intirely againſt them; #hat- Mey ln oath 
endenvour to INE corn ere): Sues 82 "them 
en 2 n Ow WO W325 Jr 


a bY LP 15 * ys % a, br 


. Reaſon de 5 Ake ebe des 

Bo then ſbuil aue account for the: Inexenſecof ' 
Papiſts among'us F Thir ir e Nein lately 
propeſed in * Public Papers, and i 


iir | - come 
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appears tobe but little Difficulty in Teſabuing 
f. Every intelligent Penſim cunnut but ger 
ceive that the true Reaſon af it is tbe tos greꝛ 
Lenity f the Goverument, and the IE 
of our Magiſtrates in not putting Thoſe Tra 
min Exocutiun, which awere :avifely. e. 
and enacted, by aur Ancgffans, for our Secu> 
rity. This the. Emiſſaries 'of Rome ungrate- 
Filly take the Advantage gfa and are very 
affiduous. in nbein Applications to three Sorts | 
of .P erfons; be Agnorant, che \Jndige ext ; and 
the, Profligate;., among. whom. am perſuaded 
2 855 the greateſt Succęſi. Te Ignorant 
romantic Legends and hing 
JH by. Tales.of Miracles and pretended 
Cures, 'fram- Relifts,. boly Water,..confecrated 
Mine, Cruciſixes, and. ſuch {aw Artifices, 
which no Promaters . any. Religion would 
make uſe of, but of ſuch a one, as conſiſts of 
| rior: Fomp and Pageantrys and whoſe 
very Doctrines tend to lead the Jenorant into 
more Ignorauce. I queſt an. nut But che Glaf- 
tenbury Waters, whoſe medicinal Effect they” 
ade aſeribed to the Aſbes of their Monks and 
Friars, May have. been of, Ane Seruice 70 
tbem, not to mention the ew: W 
at ee wil 
ANY Ru 4 1 wid 1 m. 
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 *The Indigent they prevail with by large 
Bribes and Gratuities, which they are ſup- 
lied with by their bigotted Devotees, inſo- 
much that we are informed the Price of 
changing Religions is almoſt reduced to a cer- 
tain Standard, and the Hire of a mercenary 
Conſcience is much raiſed fince the Time of 
Judas; St. Peter's Anſwer might be juſtly 
applied in this Caſe—Thy Money periſh with- 
thee.” One of their” common Stratagems we 
are told is, the Hiring Proteſtant Servants 
Into Popiſh Families,” where ail Engines are 
ſet at Work to pervert them; and if they gain 


their Point, they bind them with ſhocking 1 


Oaths and Imprecations never to deſert, If 
eme of them turn out more expert and tratt- 
able, they are proper Infiruments fo be em- 
| Phyed for od nets da ad 


"The Profligate they ſlide! Sy their 3 Of 
of very eaſy Terms of Salvation; by the' ef 
feclual Abfolution of the Prieft on a Death- 
bed. By great Allowances from that Bank 
of Merit, which the Romiſh Saints have laid 
up. from an Overplus of good Works, and an 
Exceſs of Duty, which they" call Works of | 
Supererogation. By Commutation of Pe. 
nance * a _ ous Life ; exchanging Vir- 

fue 


PRE FACE V. 


tue and Godlineſs, which are profitable: or all 
Things, for bodily Exerciſe. of little Value 


either with Gold or Man: And by that grand 
Fund and Magazine of Indulgences. and Par- 
dont from the Pope, which he is ready to diſs 


pence, not only for all their former Sins, _ 
for all they. ſhall commit hereafter. \ 


would really fland amazed. that any in = . 


enlightened "Nati on ſhould ſeriouſly give any 
Credit to, or in the leaſt depend upon ſuch 


Devices. In ſhort I know of 10 Perſuaſion 


to be compared to Popery, for making the 


Paſſage ſmooth to Heaven for an abandoned | 


_ without * nn. oe 


Such are the ghrias Cong they beaft o 7 


We Reads Wi ill excuſe me eif Tadda Poſe 
«& from the Author, publiſhed formerly in 
bis Volume of Poems, it being appoſite to the 
preſent Subject. See Page 200, which runs 
6b. Whether Charity be a Mark of 
« the Church of Rome, may be eafily deter- 


e mined, when we reflect on the Martyrs 


64 l in Queen, Mary's Reign, and the In. 
© quiſition in other Countries, 10hich may be 


i « þ; led the School of Cruelty, where Here: | 


5 \Fics {s and a with,them are thoſe who pre: 


Cn, "8 
4 
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wi _ PIRVFAFTAICHE]I 
Eft Chriftrantty, und ure not Buber) art 
Ear dored by for Degrets, und io be cb 
*. fied by tne Fire world be deemed Compaſ- 
on iere burning and vxebing Tofu 
nents are applieil ro every Bart, 1% make 
er hem confeſs bar there Conſthente abb 
«ad Phyſifians are emplypeu, not lo hal and, 
*. Pelipve; bur to gib Norier geben the lun- 
1 guiſbing Wretches'are purified as far ad 
Name can gb, that their miſerable Lives 
* be rer bed: fur anotbrr Round of Tura 
* rufe. Ser Dai Hdvertifen;. Nov. 8, 
r. Indeed xh Cruelkies thut Church 
« are o Norumſdùs, that this Conſideration 
« alone one would think ſhould diſcourage any 
& Hom becoming Proſelytes to it: For how 
= Shocking is the Refiettion ? —＋ I become a 
a nuit bp in Truſt rette the Provgef 
** Obligations of Duty and” Nature: I mig 
«be 4 Rebel to my King,” @ Traitor to ny 
* Country, and be budy to nd u helping. 
Hand to deftroy ty deareff Friends” ant 
«Relations, whenever "the Intereſt , that 
« Church, or her  Emiſſaries "require it. 
ige Undorflinding . fs nit, at bn be 
Ache into' fo uncharitable'a Religion? 
* Thoſe Conſcrence i ſovthal as to be bribed 
* Toto fo barbarous a Service? And bow de 
"* - ah _ 
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A 


teſtable is their Faith, whoſe conflant and 

ce moſt Prevai ling Method of making Con- 
« werts, is Bribery when out of Power, and 
8 Perſecuti on when in. The Chriſtian Re- 
« Iigion is all over Love and Tenderneſs, and 


& be it the Glory of the Church of — 


2 * always to excel i in t. Pa. 


The Author of this Diſcourſe hath thus 


thrown in his Mite for the common Good, and 
is in Hopes that the Publ iſhing it at this Sea- 


fon: may beeoſemed, an Buidence of bis Zeal 


for. Religion, W nedy Bis OT» 
and that the Preaching 5h former'y, - 


| fear an Inſtance M. bis Fiel an the Diſ- 
charge of an Office be had the Honour of for 


above 22 Tears. 


- N. B. As this Diſcourſe \ was firſt com- 


poſed with a View to the fifth of No- 


vember, there are ſeveral Expreſſions 
in it relating to that Day, which were 


omitted before his Majeſty, but are 


here continued in hopes they may be 
of Service; as the Powder- plot was a 


memorable Inſtance of the Doctrine 
contained in it: The Expreſſions may 
be eafily diſtinguiſhed by the Reader, 
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: Think. nor 8 14 am come 60 228 
B * on Earth, I came mat! to fat 
Poren but 4 Sword. 


a 


HE SE are the Words of che m mers . 
ciful and compaſſionate Saviour of 

0 Mankind, the everlaſting Prince 
bi Dee whoſe coming into the World 
was attended with a Choir of Angels; a. 
multitude of the heavenly. Hoſt praifng God, 

and ſaying, Glory to God in the higheſt, and 
on Earth Peace, Good-avill, toward men 7 
and upon a curſory View of them nothing 
can appear more inconſiſtent with that glo- 
rious Character, or more directly contrary. | 
to that ſolemn Introduction of the Seraphin. 
But upon a cloſer Peruſal of them, this 
ſeeming Inconſiſtency will immediately va- 
niſn: For the one has a Relation to the 
principal Deſign and Intent of his coming 
into the World, than which nothing can be 


more ee than that it was to bring an 
% B Ambaſſage 


93 


10 4 Difugtch ch Popery. 
Ambaſſage of Peace and Love, and to re- 
concile Men not only with an offended God, 
but with one another, and to make this 
World a Scene of amar and Concord, 
to inſpire the Souls of , Men with the Love 
of Charity, and Meekneſs, and Brotherly- 
. and enrich them with the happy 
ruits and 'Bleflings with which they are at- 
ps er The other has a Relation to the 
accidental Conſequences, and occaſional Ef- 
feats; which would follow upon the p 1 b 
liking his Goſpel; and that though in its 
own Temper it breathed nothing more than 
Love and Good-will, yet would it be- the 
uſthappy e Gecaſion of the greateſt Animoſi- 
ties and Diſorders, of War, and Blood, and 
Confuſion.” The Truth of which likewiſe 
has ſufficiently been confirmed i by... woful 
Experience. Think not As if our Savi- 
oür had faid to his Apoſtles, you may po- 
ſibly ſuppoſe that I am now putting you upon f 
a very eaſy and gentle Employment, and 
that wherever you come, Men will not be ſo 
aperſe to their own Happineſs, and ſo un- 
willing to receive the glad Tidings of Peace 
and Salvation, but that they will entertain 
your Meſſage with Kindneſs, and your Per- 


ſons with Reſ pect and G Gratitudes But- let- 
en A 


4 Diſſughe 4 ali. 41 
not ſuch fond Hopes, and flattering, Expecta- 
tions decelve you. The. Buſineſs, Fam now 
employing you in, will expoſe. you to many 

Difficulties and Hardſhips, to the ſevereſt 
Cruelties and Perſecutions, and even to | 
Death itſelf. You are to. wreſtle with Prin- 
cipalitiet and Powers, and ſpiritual Wiched- 
naß in thigh Places. Yau are to. oppoſe the 

Power, of the Prince of this World, (who 
has long had it in Subjection, and i, 4d 
will with Difficulty be dethroned from an 
Authority he has ſo long uſurped, . You are 
to be 33 to human Tribunals, to anſwer 
before. Kings and Emperors far, my... Name 
ſate, for a: Te efimony, againſt. them. . 5 You | 
arg to contend with. all the inveterate Prej u 
dices, which bigoted Zeal, trained, up in 

Ignorance and Error, can. inſpire. Vou 1 
to ſtem the Tide of all the prevailing. vicious 5 
Habits, and all the corrupt Luſts and Paſ- | 
Longs of ſinful Men. 

\Theſe : are the Difficulties 3 you 4 are to en- 
counter; againſt which you are to arm your- 
ſelves with no other Weapons, but” thoſe of 
Innocence and Simplicity, and a firm and 
unſhaken Faith, which yet-in the End will 
brin; g you off with Succeſs, and * you 


more than Conquerors. 5 | 
8 2 = And 


12 „ Diſuafve from Papel. 
And who now can reflect upon this 
commiſſion, thus nakedly and fincerely de- 
livered (to the Apoſtles, ſo readily and 
chearfully undertaken, and ſo ſucceſsfully 
executed by them in Defiance to the greateſt 


Difficulties and Dangers, with the Proſpect 
of no other Aſſiſtance but what was inviſi- 
ble, and no other Reward but what they 


were to receive in a future World, without 


looking upon it as a full Proof of their own 


Integrity, and one of the beſt Evidences of 

the Truth of their Doctrine, that it is poſ- 
ſible for any Religion to receive? That they 
ſhould enter upon ſuch a diſcouraging Un- 
deftakin g with ſuch Reſolution, and diſ- 
charge it with ſuch mriumph, can be im- 
puted to nothing leſs, than that divine Power 


with which they were ſupported, and which 


they wore aſſured would attend them in = 


their Labours and Travels. 


My Endeavour at this time ſhall be to 


make out the N of theſe two Obſer-= 


* | 


"hy That Pate and Good-will is one 0 
0 the principal Ends aud 228125 of 
the Goſpel. 
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4 Diſuufo from Pai: 1 
II. That War and Cruelty is the occa- | 
ſional Event of it. Aſter which 1 
| ſhall make one or two Inferences to 
| direct our Pradice. 5 bi WT 


1 1. That Peace ag Good-will is one of 
the principal Ends and TRIS of the 
Goſpel. „ 

And this will ſufficiently appear Gout 
our Saviour's Example, from the expreſs 
Declarations of the New-peflunng, and 
from the general Tendency of the! Doctrines | 
there delivered. 

From our Saviour's Example; ; who whdy 


anſwered the Character given him by the - 


Prophet, 4 bruiſed Reed ſhall he not break, 
and ſmoking Flax ſhall he not quench ; and 


of whoſe Life you have an excellent Ab- 


ſtract in that comprehenſive Sentence of the 
Apoſtle: He went about doing Good. For 
if ever Tenderneſs and Compaſſion, if ever 
the moſt ardent Love, and the moſt exten» 
five Benevolence, took up their Reſidence 


in human Breaſt, and appeared with the 5 
utmoſt Luſtre in human Converſation, it 


was in that of our bleſſed Saviour. As St. 
Juobn tells us that God is Love; ſo did our 
1 Lord copy after his heavenly Fa- 


ther | 


„A Diſughve from Pen. 
ther exactly in that)amiable Perfection; the 
| ſurpaifing Goodneſs; of his Life joined with 
the.amazing Greatneſs of his Miracles, af- 
forded ſuch a Demonſtration of his divine 
Miſſion as one would ſuppoſe could not be 
xeſiſted; nor can we more approve ourſelves 
his Diſciples than by imitating that Kind- 
neſs and Charity he diſcovered through all 
His Converſation. He was fo far from 
having any ambitious Views, or entertain- 
ing any. Deſires of ſecular Greatnefs, which 
are the great Springs from whence moſt of 
the Contentions and Diſturbances, '. which 
 infeſt this World, proceed; that he choſe to 
appear in the loweſt: Condition of, human 
Life: He who was in the Form of Gol, 
made himſelf of u Reputation: He who 
Was Lord of the Univerſe, and by whom 
all Things were created, was ſo meek and 
lowly, that he often wanted the neceſſary 
Accommodations for his Eaſe, 'and'comfott- 
able Subſiftence.” And when his Diſciples 
could not get out of their Heads their deceit- 
ful Hopes, but perpetually fed themſelves 
with fond Expectations of temporal Gran 
deur, and that their Maſter would ſome- 
ttme aſſert his Right, and appear with all 


the 3 of an earthly King; . 
1503 | | he 


he: Mill werte i pings, 
and: plainlyctold>them tliatithe Fate hu was 
to, meot with, was to beleſpilodtiandimerſort 


cuted, that the/Somaf: Man would nbt hate 
whereow day his Hackl Nay haft they: 


were{ at Vabiance imongithemielves:abburi: 


Precedency,cand dilputed<who: ſouldiche 
the greateſt, he aſſured them thatthe Way: 
to Greatneſs in his Service was by endeas” 
vouring- toi.be accountedi the leaſt. Marr. 
xx>25.\ The Princes of the Gentiles:exerciſe" 
Dominion over them, and\they that axe greats: 

_ exerciſe | Authority: upon them; bu it. u 
not be ſo. amang ou, but ubeſoe ven aniii be 
great amonmgi you leti himr che your | Miniſters": 
In\the ] laſt Scene of his Eife, when he cu,. 
and the warm Apoſtle out: 

of an honeſt, though miſtaken Zeab forihis 
Safety, dre his Sword; he requinechhimb 
to put it up; and though he could hae 
commanded more than twelve Legiorunf - 
Angels in his Defence, yet ſuffered kt him 
ſelf: to be led as a: Lamb; to the Slhughter;: 
without tlie leaf Clamour or Rebiffance. Polz 
Thus ve perceive that our bleſſſi a 
by his Example, recommended to us Love: 
and:Benevolence, and a peaceable: Temper: 
Hu ay ſhew that his Goſpel, thay/ | 


11 | where 


K 
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where expreſſly teaches the ſame Principles: | 4 
This it does ſo fully and copiouſly, that 


| they run through the whole Body of it, 


and are legible almoſt in every Page; inſo- 


much that if I were to repeat to vou all 


the Texts that require it, I ſhould: give you 
almoſt a Tranſcript of the Goſpel wherein 
they are clearly delivered. Thus in the firſt 
Sermon he delivered, Matt. v. 7. Blaſed 
are the. Mercrful, for they ſhall obtain Mercy. 

And again, Ver. 9. Bleſſed are the Peace- 


makers, for they ſhall be called the Children 


of God. And that it might never lip out 


of their Memories, in the Prayer which he 


gave his Diſciples for their conſtant Uſe, this 
is one of the Petitions,” forgive us dur Treſ. 
paſſes as we forgive others their Treſpaſſes. 
At the end of which, to make ſtill the 
deeper Impreſſion on their Minds, he tells 


them, if they did not forgive others, tbey 
would not be for given themſelves : Into what- , 


_ foever' Houſe ye enter firſt Jay, Peace be to 
this Houſe, And whereas it was the Me- 


thod of other Maſters of Sects, and Leaders 


of Opinions to have ſome particular Habit, 


or ſome diſtinguiſhing Motto, by which 
they might be diſcerned from the reſt of the 


W orld ; he tells them that the Badge and 
q 5 Mark, 


„ 
4 
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Mark, by which his Diſciples ſhould be 
known and diftinguiſhed, ſhould be that of 
Love and Charity. By this ſhall all Men 
know ye are my Diſciples,. if ye have Love 


7 


one to another. Nor was this Love and 


Charity to ſpend itſelf among themſelves, 
bat to be extended to all Men, to thoſe at 


the greateſt Diſtance, and to thoſe Who 


leaſt deſerved it; even to Strangers and 


Enemies: I. ſay unto you love your Enemies 


Nor do the Epiſtles of the e Wines 
teach any other Doctrine. 


The Principles of Peace and Quietnela . 


of Love and Charity, are ſo clearly diſ- 
played, and fo ſtrongly and frequently en» 
forced in the New-teſtament,; that were 
they but as conſtantly obſerved, as they 
are clearly taught, it would: almoſt- make 


a Heaven upon Earth, and render this 


World as delightful a Scene of Concord 


and Happineſs, as Imagination could poſe 
15 ſibly frame. The Doctrine of the Goſpel, 


like Eliſba 's Salt, thrown into the Waters 


of Fericho, otirifies and ſweetens the Foun- 
- tain from whence theſe troubled and bitter 


Waters flow. For whence come Wars and 
Fighting among you; come they not hence 
even from . Luſts? Whereas the Go- 
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ſpel teaches us to quiet our unruly Luſts, 

and allay and ſubdue our tempeſtuous Paſ- - 

fions. And whatſoever Virtues there are, 
which have the leaſt Tendency to promote 
Peace and Good-will in the World, and to 
make People Eaſy and Happy with one 
another; theſe our Religion inſtructs us in, 
and exacts at our Hands; ſuch as Humility 
and Meekneſs, Patience and Submiſſion, 
and Contentedneſs with our Condition, and 
whatſoever elſe is kind and gentle, what- 
ſoever is Praiſe-worthy and of good Report, 
we are to think of and practiſe thoſe Things. 
But notwithſtanding the Goſpel fo clearly 
and fully teaches theſe heavenly Doctrines 
of Love and Peace, that there is ſcarce a 

Page of it in which they are not enjoined, 
yet that it would be the unhappy Occaſion 
of War and Diſſention, and all the Confu- 
ſions and Cruelties which the State of this 
World is liable to, is what I am next to 
ſhew you. This our Saviour ſufficiently 
fore warned his Diſciples of in the Text, 
and a little before he ſays, the Brother ſhall 
Aeli ver the Brother to Death, and the Father 
the Child; and the Children ſhall riſe up 
againſt their Parents, and cauſe them to be 


put to Death, and ye 2 be bated of all 
ow; 
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Men, For. my Name ſake, Ver. 21, 22. 
Nation ſhall riſe againſt: Nation, and King-. 


dom againſt Kingdom; 'then ſhall they deliver: 
you up to be 2 Fed, and ſhall kill you. 
Matt. xxiv. 9. And in the Parable of n 
Vineyard, the Huſbandmen took the 


vants and beat one, and killed anothiee;? 


and ſtoned another: Ch. xxi. 35. And, 


many other Predictions there are * his. to. 


the ſame Purpoſe : And what he thus fore-, 


told was fully made out in his own Perſon; 
and his immediate Diſciples, as well as thoſe, | 


of after Ages, ſufficiently experienced = 
Truth of this Prediction: For, not to inſt 
on particular Circumſtances,: and all the, 


Sufferings and Indignities he underwent 


when he aſſumed our Nature, how was his 
whole Life, from his humble Birth in the 
Manger, to his bitter Death on the Croſs 


but one continued Scene of Contempt and 


Cruelty? And that his firſt Diſciples 


drank deep of that bitter Cup, which he 
drank of; the Account we have of their 7 
Lives and Sufferings ſufficiently informs us, 


Some had Tryal of cruel Mockings and Scourg:, 


ings, yea moreover of Bonds and Impri lens, 
ment; others were ſloned, were ſawn aſunaer,' 


"were. tempted, were flain with the Sword, 
| | C 2 . they 
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they wandered about, being deſtitute, aſficted, 
tormented, of whom the World was not wor- 
tby. And although thoſe ſevere Trials are 
now over, and thoſe furious Flames, which 

blazed ſo much in the early Ages of Chriſti- 


anity, are now in ſome meaſure abated, at 
leaſt in theſe Regions where the Profeſſion 


of it is eſtabliſhed, 'and encouraged by hu- 
man Laws; yet whoever ſhould now en- 
e to propagate it, as the Apoſtles did, 
in thoſe Countries where it has yet taken 
no Root, he would I am perſuaded meet 
with the ſame fatal Oppoſition, and be ſoon 
convinted of the T ruth of Se Prodictiolie : 
Which foretel it. 2 
That fo heavenly a Bochtine, which 
| breathes nothing but Love and Sweetneſs, 
ſhould meet with ſuch Oppoſition, and the 
Promoters of it ſuch Troubles and Perſecu- 


Uns, ſeveral Reaſons, which I have al- 


ready hinted at, may be aſſigned: As iſt, 
The Power ad Iafluence'of infernal Spi- 
rits, it tending fo directly to aboliſh their 
Worſhip, and deſtroy their Authority, they 
would undoubtedly make all the Head they 
2 and raiſe all their Artillery againſt 
Hence the Apoſtle, we wreſtle not 


ae F leſn and Blood, but againſt Prin- 
 cipalities 
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cipalities and Powers, againſt ſpiritual Wick» 
edneſs in high Places: And to their Malice 


and Influence in the World, the firſt glo- 


rious Aſſerters of the Cauſe of Chriſtianity. 
do frequently aſcribe- * cruel; Treatment 
ny received. 

Another Reaſon may 45 gte the 8 
Pre udices of another Religion. There 
is ſo much Self. conceit in the Hearts of 
Men, and ſo over-weening an Opinion 
of their own Judgment and Underſtand- 
ing, that there. is hardly any thing they 
are with more Difficulty brought to, than 
an Acknowledgment that they are in the 
wrong; and then to own: themſelves in 
the wrong in ſo important a Point as that 
of their Religion, is ſuch a Reflection upon 
them, as what very few Tempers, and 
thoſe more noble than ordinary, can ſubmit 
to. There is no Perſuaſion People embrace 
o cloſely, and are ſo unwilling to part with, 
as that which they have entertained con- 
cerning things Sacred; and when, they 
once conceive. they are ſtru ggling pro arict, 
(for their Altars) the Contention is uſually 
very ſharp and bitter; which, by the by, is 
Argument ſufficient to ſnew how natural | 
Religion is to the Soul of Man, ſince even 


ue Miſtakes of it take ſuch faſt hold there. 
— nn 
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No Rage fo furious as that which a bely 

Zeal inſpires, nor are there any Barbarities 
ſo ſavage and brutal, but what Men will 


allow themſelves in when they are promot- | 
ing the Cauſe of their God. Hence many 
of thoſe cruel Outrages againſt the firſt Diſ- 
perſers of Chriſtianity, both from Jews and 
Heathens. Hence was St. Paul, Afs ix. 
1. himſelf a Perſecuter and Blaſphemer. 
Hence he breathed out Threatnings and 
Slaughter againſt the Diſciples of the Lord; 
aud tat exceedingly mad againſt them, and 


5 verily thought. with himſelf he did God ſer- 


„ % 4 


vice by it: And when he is recounting to 


the Jews the Qualifications that might re- 


commend him to their Favour and Eſteem, 
he tells them his Zeal was ſuch, Fhat he per- 


ſecuted the Church of God. Twas what he 


knew they valued themſelves upon, and 
could not but look with a favourable Eye 
on one who was diſtivignihed 05 _ fame = 
fiery Temper. 1 ” 
Another Reaſon was the! corrupt Luſts | 
and Paſſions of Mankind. The great Things 


7 which the Generality of the World pur- 
ſue with Diligence and Ardor, are tem- 


poral Riches, Honour, and Pleaſure; the 


Tu of the' Eye, the Luft of the Fleſh, 
a the Pride of ©. Ry as the Apoſtle _ 


ſums 
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ſams them up. Now the Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity bein g ſo directly oppoſite to ö 

theſe, it is not to be wondered at, that 
thoſe, whoſe Hearts and Affections are en- 
gaged with ſuch Objects, are ſo averſe to 
thoſe Doctrines, and ſo unwilling to receive 
them: Chriſtianity earneſtly recommends 
to us the ſetting our Affections on Things 
above, our deſpiſing theſe earthly Advan- 
tages and Allurements, and in-lieu of them 
propoſes only the Rewards and Glories of a 
future State, It earneſtly inculcates the 
mortifying our ſenſual Luſts and Paſſions, 
and the Doctrines of the Croſs ; and, there- 
fore, no wonder if its Profeſſors are made 
Examples of it. Hence the Ambition of 
Herod prom pted him 70 fretch forth bis 


12 to vex certain of the Church, As xii. 
Hence when Paul and Silas, Ch. XVI. 


= had caſt out of a Maid the Spirit of 
' Divination, they were barbarouſly treated 


by her Maſters, becauſe they ſaw the Hope 


of their Gain was gone. The ſame Love of 
Gain and Intereſt inflamed Demetrius againſt 
the Apoſtle, and though he ran in with the 
popular Cry—Great 1 is Diana of the Epbe- 
ans, yet it was the Silver Shrines he was 


more concerned for, than he was for the 


Honour o of the Goddeſs. 


The 


— 
+ 


The laft Reaſon 1 hall Ger for the 
Diſſentions, and Cruelties, which the Go- 
fpet has unhappily been the Occafion of, 
is the miſtaken Notions which ſome even 
of its Profeſſors have entertained of it, 
and extracted from it. Thus a Belief 
of the Neceſſity of blending the Fewiſh = 
Religion with the Chriſtian, and of ob- 

ſerving all the Rites and Ceremonies of 

the Moſaic Law, occaſioned a ſharp Diſ- 
pute between the two great Apoſtles, I. 
"Peter and St, Paul: And thus in after 
Ages, what Quarrels and Confuſions did 
| ſome darling Opinions, taken up without 
Foundation by ſome warm and fanciful 
Men, occafiort in the Church of Chriſt? 
For when they had once eſpouſed an Opi- 
nion, though never ſo diſtant” from Truth, 

and though of never fo trifling Conſe- 
quence, they would defend' it as warmly, 
as if the whole of their Salvation depended 
on it, and ſacrifice the very Life and Sub- 
ſtance of Chriſtianity in its Defence, for- 
getting in the mean while the grand Duties 
of Peace and Charity, of the cleareſt Obli- 
gation, and of the utmoſt Importance. And 
to come a little nearer to our own Times, and 


the Occaſion of this Days Solemnity, what 
4 erroneous 


2 . . 
E . 
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erroneous Doctrineès hath the Church of 


Rome entertained, and with what Violence 
and Barbarity has it maintained them? In- 


ſomuch that there hath been ſcarce ſo much 


Chriſtian Blood ſpilt by | the ten Heathen” 
Perſecutions, as there hath” been by that 
tyrannical and ſavage Church, if that may 
be termed fuch,; where the F. oot-ſteps of 
Charity, which is the diſtinguihing Mark 
of Chriſtianity, are hardly to be diſcerned. 
As if whatever Part of the bleſſed Apoſtle 


St. Peter's Example they omitted, they were 


reſolved to follow him in his miſtaken Zeal, 
and his Readineſs to draw the Sword. As 
if they thought themſelves exempted from 
the plain Precepts of our Saviour, which 
require Peace and Charity, but were the 

very Perſons who were peculiarly concerned 
to execute his Prophecies of Blood and 
Confuſion. Thus what Miſchiefs hath that 
arrogant and blaſ phemous Doctrine, for I 
think we can ſcarce give it too hard a Name, 
occaſloned in the World, of the Biſhop of 
Rome's being King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords? And upon that Foundation aſſu- 
ning to himſelf the Power of depoſing 


Prinees, and abſolving Subjects from their |. 
Allegiance. | There is no need of demon- 


| RE, ſtrating 
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Aratin g from Reaſon the tragical Conſe- 
quences of ſuch an Opinion, which have 
been found too true by diſmal Experience: 


As if our Saviour had delegated to St. Peter, 


and his Succeſſors, the Kingdoms of this 
World, which he himſelf diſclamed, and had 
authorized his Servants to deſtroy whatever. 
ſtood in their way. Whether it were to 
this Doctrine, or to another as pernicious, 
that the black Deſign of this memorable. 
Day is owing, I ſhall not rake upon me 


to determine. The other Doctrine I mean, 


is that of aſſigning all to Damnation, who 
are not in the Boſom of their Church, and 


of the ſame Opinion with themſelves. The 
depoſing Doctrine is what, perhaps, ſome 


of that Communion at this time of Day are 


almoſt aſhamed of; but it is what the Popes 


have aſſumed to themſelves for many Ages, 
what many crowned Heads have ſuffered 
the fatal Effects of, and what they actually 


endeavoured to execute u pon this N ation, 


under the glorious Reign of our firſt Pro- 


teſtant Queen: And if they do not now 


ſend out their depoſing Mandates, it is be- 
cauſe their Hands are ſhortned, and they 
think it will do their Cauſe but little Ser- 


vice. But that there 1 is no Salvation out of 
their 
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their Church, is a Tenet conſtantly main- 


tained among them: The Conſequence of 
which is, in their Opinion, that if they 
cannot convert us by gentle Means, then all 


the Severity and Cruelty they can ſhew to 


our Bodies, is but a happy Method of ſaving 
our Souls. Then the Smithfield Flames are 


kindled out of pure Love and Kindneſs, and | 
all the barbarous Treatments of their bloody 


Inquiſitions, are Expreſſions of holy Zeal, 


and fervent Charity. Then the killing 


thoſe who will be fo Obſtinate as not to 
believe manifeſt Abſurdities, and groſs Con- 


tradictions, nor act contrary to the plaineſt 


Rules of Duty, will be thought the doing 
God the greateſt Service, and the beſt 


Way to advance his Kingdom in the World. 
Then the Fire, which was intended for the 


tragical Train of this Day of Thankſgiving, 
will be thought to be fetch'd from Heaven, 
and the Perſon who brought it judged wor- 

thy to be Canonized. But good God! That 
ever a miſtaken Zeal for the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, ſhould ſo blind their Eyes, and infa- 
tuate their Minds, as to efface the plaineſt 
Principles of common Humanity! That 


ever the pure and peaceable Doctrine of the 
| Bleſſed Jeſus, ſhould inſpire Men with ſuch 


1 Rage 
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Rage and Fury, as to murder and deſtroy 
their Fellow- creatures! To ſuch we may 


apply that Saying of our Saviour to his Apoſ- 


tles, who world: have called -down Fire to 7 
deſtroy: the Samaritans :: Ve hnow not what 


Manner of Spirit ye are gf. And the Re- 


proof given to St. Peter will be ſuitable to 
his pretended Succeſſors: Get thee behind me 


Satan; forthou ſawoureſ not the things that be 


of Gd; Hazdly indeed the Things that be 
ef Man, ſor they are ſuch Things as are 
Shocking tehuman Nature. For ever bleſ- 
ſed,” therefore, be the divine Goodneſs, 


Which hath not given us over for a Prey to 


the Teeth of ſuch mercileſs Enemies; but 


hath likewiſe youhlafed us; ee Wees 
ee ! Providence, from | 


this: Ring! and INNER _ 


* 1 1 


j me. yr ig to $0 in one or two Fi 


Inſerences irom the ever! Branches of this 
Diſcourſe. | 


One is, ht fihoe the: ere Defien of 


our Saviour was to promote Peace and 


Good-will among Mankind; and ſince the 
whole Doctrine of the Goſpel breathes no- 
thing more than Love and Charity, that 
we endeavour prinefpally to cultivate and 
enrich 


Fl 


enrich our © Minds wah; theſe 9 and 


not be forward to promote our Religion by 


Force and Cruelty; for that is to promote 


it by what undermines the very Foundation 
of it. The Chriſtian Religion wants no- 


thing but to be underſtood, and ſtands. i in 


no Need of ſuch. Methods to advange it 
it comes powerfully recommended to the 


Underſtandin g of Mankind, and has Argu- 
ments from Reaſon, which cannot be re- 


ſiſted. The true way of propagating it, is 


to endeavous: to perſuade Men of its Tru th Es, 


and Goodneſs, - and to convince their Jndg- 
ments, by giving them 4 Reaſon of the Hope 


that is in us; but to call in the Aſſiſtance + 


of the Sword, to compel Men to embrace 
it, is to diſparage it, as well as to deſtroy 


and contradict it: Mildneſs and Meekneſo, 


Gentleneſs and Compaſſion, are the prinei- 


PAT, 


OILY WS 
* ** 8 


pal. Graces of the Goſpel, and without theſe 
there is no contending: for the Faith deli- 


vered to the Saints, dau theſe are the 


L chief Ingredients of it, and without them 
we are contending for we know not what. 
I would not be -underſtood, as if I thought 


it unlawful for Governors to uſe their Au; 


thority to ſupport what they account the trug 


Religion in Peace, Ons and Perfection ; "WM 
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I mean fo far as to appoint Places convenient 
for the Diſcharge of its public Worſhip, 
to make a competent Provifion for its Mi- 
niſters, and to give ſuch temporal Rewards 
of Honour and Profit to the Profeſſors of it, 
as may invite others to conſider and embrace 
it, and endeavour to bring them to it by all 


che Motives of Favour and Encouragement, 


and all the gentle Means of Argument and 
Perſuaſion. This J fam fo far from think- 


ing unlawful, that I am perſuaded it is their 


principal Duty, and ought to be their chicf 
Care. But when this is done I am not for 
proceeding to Severity, unleſs in ſuch Points 


where the Peace of the State is affected: 
Let them not endeavour to convince Mens 


Judgments by the Sword, and to gain them 
over by Fire and Faggot, and inhuman In- 
quiſitions. But let this be a fixt and un- 


doubted Maxim, that that Religion is the 


moſt Chriſtian, which breathes moſt of the 
Spirit of Charity; which is no where more 


1 than in the Church eſtabliſhed 


2 among us. 


Another Inference 1 would make j is, that 


chough we are nöt to promote Perſecution 


öurfelves, yet that we ſhould not be ſur- 
1 at it in others; ſince our bleſſed Sa- 
N viour 
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viour has ſo expreſſly told us that this is 
what would happen. Whenever it does 
happen, let it be fo far from ſurprizing or 
diſcouraging us, as to make us hold our. 
Religion the faſter ; ſince it gives a farther , 
Confirmation to the Truth of it, by fulfil. 
ling fo plain a Prophecy of our Saviour. 
He has told us that he came not 20 ſend 
Peace upon Earth, but à Sword, and that 
we are not to expect Eaſe and Quiet, but 
Troubles and Perſecutions. And although. 
theſe Prophecies had an immediate Regard 
to the primitive Times of Chriſtianity, and. 
were remarkably compleated then when - 
hardly a Preacher of it came to his Grave 
in Peace; yet are they applicable, and have 
been 1 > in all ſucceeding Ages, and 
| probably will be to the End of the World. 


We are not to think that our Saviour has 


deſerted his Church, or is Unfaithful to 
his Promiſe, though he ſuffer it to be ſome- 
times under a Cloud, and his ſincere Diſ- 
ciples to be barbarouſly treated by their 
Fellow-creatures. Nor let the ill. Treat- 
ment we receive from them, ſo exaſperate 
us againſt them, as in our Turns to repay. 
them in their own Uſage. Let other Reli- 
gions riſe and increaſe with the Blood of i its 
: Oppoſers; 85 


1 


| died to make them happy; and that it is 


Ignorant, and enſnare the Unwary. As 


ſuaſions, and be convinced by Argument, 


:- 4 Difſughn from Ee 
Oppoſers; bat let the Chriſtian only* by 
that of its own Profeſſors. And let us alway 
remember that we follow A Saviour, WhO 
prayed for his Perſecutors, and ſuffered and 


our Duty not to be overcome > Evil, but to 
overcome Bui wird Good. 6 


To Esche: I thought it proper af this 
Seafon to lay theſe T hings before you, and to 
remind you, though it is what you can hardly : 
be ignorant of, what the Spirit of Popery is. 
At this Seaſon, I ſay, when though we are 
but lately delivered from a Rebellion, which. 
filled our Hearts with Terror; yet the Emiſ- 
faries of Rome fill ſwarm like Locuſts in 
our Land, ufifg all their Arts to ſeduce the 


nothing creates in me a greater Averſion to 
Popery than that Spirit of Perſecution it 
breathes to all who diſſent from it: So God 
forbid I ſhould ever be influenced by ſuch a 
Spirit. May thoſe who are trained up in its 
Errors, if they ſtudy to be Quiet in the 
Land, enjoy the Liberty of their own Per- 


but not compelled, by Terror, to renounce 
them. But when Popery is fo deſtructive 
to all our Intereſts ; when thoſe who are 
made 


4 Diftafes # from Pipers 5 
made Converts to Rome, are iel at 
the fame Time made Rebels to our King, 
and Traytors to our Country, it muſt ſurely 
be great Supineneſs to ſuffer the Enemy to- 
, continue fowing | his Tares, not in the Nig ght 
| only, but in the open Face of Day. 1 
could wiſh e our Attention were not ſo ng 
taken up i in Expedients to ſecure the higheſt 
Stations : And that in our eager Conten- 
tions to fit near the Helm, we did not quite 
loſe the Direction of the Veſſel, and grow 
careleſs whether. it ſtrike againſt a Rock, 
or fall into the Hands of the Enemy. We 
ſeem to be in a profound Sleep. with regard 
to the Progrefs, of. Popery, which yet we 
are. told makes. ſuch. haſty. Advances, as 
muſt give Concern | to. every ſerious Prote- 
ſtant, and to every loyal Subject in the King- 
dom. And as Infidelity preyails too much 
among us, the Tranſition ſeems not at all 
improbable from thence to Superſtition. 
W. hen our Liberties, our Lives, our Reli- 
gion, in ſhort, every Bleſſing valuable to 
Britons is at Stake, Charity will certainly 
juſtify, and Prudence requires that we put 
our Laws in Execution, in ſuppreſſing all 
Schools and Seminaries of that Religion: 


That we Daniſh thoſe Betrayers of Conſci- 
E ence, 


4 


34 A Diffuaſ ue from egen. 
ence, that Peſt of Society, the Jeſuits, de- 
teſted even by thoſe; of their own Comms 
nion; and all foreign Emiſſaries, wWha turn 
Religion into Rebellion, and Faith into Fac- 
tion; leſt they paiſon his Majeſty's, Sub- 
jects, ſeduce them from the true Worſhip 
of God, and t the Juſt Honour of our King: 

And that, we take all neceſſary and wiel 
Meafures for the Security of our Country, 
and the Welfare ES: opr m I. 05 


r 


9 


244 © 


8 Fhoufant and ten Thouſands; 5 mee 
bounded Luxury, and our daring Impicty 
and Profaneneſs: : Theſe Articles are enough | 
to ruin a ſtronger Conſtitution than that of 
this Kin gdom, even from their natural 
| Conſequence.” And will not God likewiſe 
viſit for theſe Things? He hach indeed ei- 
dently ſhewed his Diſpleaſure; by warning 
us with uncommon Judgments; ſuch as a 
dan gerous | Rebellion, a fatal Diſtemper 
among our Cattle, Which {till rages, and 
for TY ir all our Efforts'v we can find 
no 


». gee 1 3 Ver to che Parliament, 
juſt before this was preached.” 


2 


A Diſſufve from Pupery. 23 


no Remedy; ſeveral dreadful Shocks of an 


Earthquake, and now lately by depriving 
us of two of our firmeſt Pillars, () on which - 
we depended for Safety. 
May theſe Conſiderations animate our 
| Zeal and Affection for the preſent happy 
Eſtabliſhment, which under the divine Pro- 
vidence is our only Security for the Bleſ- 
ſings we enjoy: May they excite us to 
amend our Lives, and walk worthy of thoſe 
extraordinary Means of Grace we are af- 
| forded; in order to reconcile our offended 
God, and avert the dreadful ' Judgments 


which threaten us. Or if for the Wicked - 


neſs of theſe Nations, which is exceeding _ 
Great, Puniſhment be reſerved for us, 

which we muſt with deep Remorſe ac- 
knowledge to be juſtly due; let us humbly 
and earneſtly apply to the Throne of Grace, 
entreating that we may fall into the Hands 


5 of God, and not into the Hands of Men. 


Into the Hands of God, whoſe Corrections 
are Kindneſs, and not into the Hands of 
thoſe Men, whoſe Mercies are Cruel. 


Now to God the Father, &c. 
Prince of Wales, and Prince of Orange, | 
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